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SAINT LOUIS BALLET OPENS SEASON  
WITH THARP’S NINE SINATRA SONGS 

12 DAYS ONLY! –ALL SEATS ARE $12 OFF  
 
Saint Louis Ballet’s season opens October 4-6 with a crowd pleaser – Nine Sinatra 
Songs by Twyla Tharp. Dancers swing, swirl, cha-cha, and tango to iconic Sinatra tunes 
in what has become a fixture in the repertory of all great ballet companies.  Tharp 
principal dancer Matthew Dibble, who has performed Tharp’s principal roles on 
Broadway and around the world, will perform with the Saint Louis Ballet dancers. 
 
Tickets to opening weekend – and to all subsequent ballet performances at Touhill 
Performing Arts Center – are on sale beginning August 12.  For 12 days only (August 
12-24) dance enthusiasts may purchase Saint Louis Ballet tickets for $12 off each 
ticket, using the promo code BALLET12OFF* 
 
Under the direction of former New York City Ballet principal dancer Gen Horiuchi, the company will perform four public 
programs. Student and group pricing is available all season long.   
 
WHAT/WHEN October 4-6, 2019:   Nine Sinatra Songs by Twyla Tharp 
     Plus Balanchine’s Concerto Barocco  
 

November 29-Dec 1, 2019:  The Nutcracker Thanksgiving Previews  
Dec 18-23, 2019:   The Nutcracker 

 
February 14-16, 2020:                Could This Be Love? / Saint Louis Ballet + Arianna String Quartet  

featuring Tony Award-Winner Christopher Wheeldon’s The American 
     

April 3-5, 2020:   Swan Lake 
 
WHERE  Anheuser-Busch Theatre at the Touhill Performing Arts Center 

One University Drive, St. Louis 63121 
 

TICKETS $25-$69 (Nine Sinatra Songs and Swan Lake); $25-$72 (The Nutcracker);  
$24-$59 (Could This Be Love?) 
*Online: touhill.org | Phone: 314-516-4949 | Touhill Box Office  
(M–Fri 10–4 with extended hours Thursdays to 6)  

THANKS TO Emerson | Centene | Novus |The Shubert Foundation | The Jerome Robbins Foundation | RAC | MAC | 
A&E |  Fox Charitable Foundation 

CONTINUED… 



	
	

	

 
 
ABOUT THE SEASON 
 
Nine Sinatra Songs by Twyla Tharp opens the 2019-2020 series and features one of the renowned choreographer’s 
most beloved works. Choreographed in 1982, it has become a popular classic, with dancers in sultry dresses and 
tuxedos flashing the double edge of past and present eras. Set to classic Sinatra—including “One for My Baby,”  
“Strangers in the Night,” and “My Way”—Tharp turns up the heat on ballroom dance with styles ranging from tango to 
flamenco to exhibition disco.   
 
Original Tharp dancer Shelley Washington and current Tharp principal Matthew Dibble choreographed Nine Sinatra 
Songs for Saint Louis Ballet. Dibble, who will perform in the program, is a principal dancer with Tharp, dancing and 
setting her works all over the world.  He had featured roles in her Tony Award-winning Moving Out and Come Fly Away 
on Broadway. Washington is in residence at Saint Louis Ballet; she is a former Tharp dancer and currently sets Tharp’s 
works on ballet companies internationally. 
 
The San Francisco Chronicle called Twyla Tharp "deadly serious as an artist and distinctive as a dance maker.” In 1966, 
Tharp formed Twyla Tharp Dance and created works for her own dancers and companies throughout the world.  Her 
creations often use classical music, jazz, and contemporary pop music. Tharp has also choreographed five movies, 
written two best-selling books, won a Tony Award, Emmy Awards, and received 19 honorary doctorates, the Vietnam 
Veterans of America President's Award, a MacArthur Fellowship, the 2004 National Medal of the Arts and the 2008 
Jerome Robbins Award.  

The October performances will also include George Balanchine’s Concerto Barocco, a first for Saint Louis audiences. 
Considered “spiritual perfection” by dance critics and the ballet where the master found his true self, Concerto Barocco 
is an icon of his spare, neo-classical style.  Set to Bach’s “Double Violin Concerto in D Minor for Two Violins,” the work is 
exceptionally demanding of its dancers with Balanchine’s most difficult choreography that requires split-second timing, 
extreme precision and great stamina.  Nilas Martins, a former principal dancer with New York City Ballet, a renowned 
teacher and repetiteur, choreographed Concerto Barocco for Saint Louis Ballet.  He will speak about preserving the 
legacy of George Balanchine in a free talk before the Friday night performance in the Touhill lobby. The opening 
weekend also includes an original work, More Morra, by Saint Louis Ballet director Gen Horiuchi. 
 
The Nutcracker, sponsored by Emerson, fills the mainstage at the Touhill November 29–December 1 (over 
Thanksgiving weekend) and again December 18-23.  Horiuchi’s The Nutcracker has become a Saint Louis favorite with 
dazzling costumes, sets and special effects. The large professional cast of company dancers and special guests swells 
with students from the Saint Louis Ballet school in children’s roles. The holiday favorite is performed to the traditional 
Tchaikovsky score. 
 

Special Morning Performance (Wednesday, December 18 at 11am) -- A shorter Nutcracker ballet designed for 
very young audience members and students/adults with limited attention spans. Saint Louis Ballet offers the 
same great quality dancing, a much shorter program, narration and a “no-shushing” atmosphere.   

 
For the first time, Saint Louis Ballet pairs with the talent Arianna String Quartet for its annual Valentine’s weekend 
performances February 14-16, 2020.  Could This Be Love? -- a program of romantic works, features The American, a 
ballet by Tony Award-Winning director and choreographer Christopher Wheeldon.  The weekend is sponsored by 
Novus.  A former Royal Ballet dancer and Gold Medal winner at the Prix de Lausanne, Wheeldon was called by one New 
York critic “the best thing to happen to ballet in 50 years.”  A dancer and one of the most lauded choreographers of 



	
	

	

our time, Wheeldon has created work for such companies as New York City Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, and the Bolshoi 
Ballet, and is best known to Broadway audiences for his An American in Paris. Anna Kisselgoff, dean of American dance 
critics, wrote in the New York Times, "No ballet choreographer of his generation can match his imaginative use of the 
classical vocabulary." 
 
Wheeldon’s The American will be performed by Arianna String Quartet to Antonin Dvorak’s String Quartet in F Major, 
Op. 96. 
 
Hailed for its outstanding musicianship, the Arianna String Quartet has firmly established itself as one of America’s finest 
chamber ensembles. Their performances have been praised for “tonal warmth, fastidious balance…expressive vitality” 
(Chicago Tribune) and “emotional commitment and fluent virtuosity,” (Pretoria News, South Africa). Formed in 1992, 
the ASQ garnered national attention by winning the Grand Prize in the Fischoff Chamber Music Competition, First Prize 
in both the Coleman and Carmel Chamber Music Competitions, and were Laureates in the Bordeaux International String 
Quartet Competition. The Arianna Quartet has appeared throughout North America, South America, Europe and Asia, 
with frequent visits to Brazil and South Africa.  
 
Saint Louis Ballet presents Swan Lake April 3-5 at the Touhill. The ballet is sponsored by Centene.  One of the most 
popular ballets in the company’s repertoire, Swan Lake was premiered by the Bolshoi Ballet in 1877, and has found its 
way into the repertory of virtually every professional ballet company.  Fashioned from Russian and German folk tales 
and with music by Tchaikovsky, Swan Lake is the story of Princess Odette who is turned into a swan by an evil sorcerer’s 
curse.  Gen Horiuchi’s production is a grand one with glorious costumes, sets and lighting. 
 
            
PHOTOS: High resolution images are available at http://stlouisballet.org/pressroom.html or by contacting Tanya 
Strautmann at tanya@stlouisballet.org 
 

MORE ABOUT SAINT LOUIS BALLET  
 
Saint Louis Ballet is the region’s only professional ballet company.  Under the direction of former New York City Ballet 
principal dancer Gen Horiuchi, its 21 classically trained dancers are selected in a competitive national audition and come 
to St. Louis from training programs and ballet companies throughout the world. The company’s repertoire includes full-
length ballets such as The Sleeping Beauty, Don Quixote and Swan Lake as well as contemporary work from renowned 
choreographers such as George Balanchine, Christopher d’Amboise, Jessica Lang, Twyla Tharp, Tom Gold, Emery 
LeCrone, Amy Seiwert, Nilas Martins, and Michael Uthoff.  In addition to a season of fully mounted productions, Saint 
Louis Ballet operates a ballet training program and conducts an outreach program, Pointe to Succeed, for students at 
select urban schools. 

 
ABOUT THE DIRECTOR 

Gen Horiuchi, originally from Tokyo, Japan, moved to the United States after winning the Prix de Lausanne, the 
international ballet competition in Switzerland in 1980, and receiving a scholarship to study at the School of American 
Ballet. In 1982, the great George Balanchine invited him to join the New York City Ballet, where he became a principal 
dancer in 1989.  He performed many ballets with the renowned company; Balanchine created the role of Mercury in the 
ballet Persephone especially for him.  Peter Martins, ballet master-in-chief, created ballets Eight More and Les 
Gentilhommes for Horiuchi as well. Gen Horiuchi’s Broadway musical credits include Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Song and 
Dance and the role of Mr. Mistoffelees in Cats. He went on to perform that role in London’s production of Cats and 



	
	

	

became the first performer to play the lead on both Broadway and in the West End in 1998. That same year, he 
choreographed the magnificent Opening Ceremony of the Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan.  Horiuchi became 
Executive and Artistic Director of Saint Louis Ballet in 2000 and created more than 20 original works including seven full-
length ballets for the company.  In 2010, he founded “Ballet for the Future” which tours Japan’s major cities each 
summer with a company of professional ballet dancers.  In 2016, the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology awarded Horiuchi the prestigious Art Encouragement Prize in recognition of his work with 
“Ballet for the Future”.   
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