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SAINT LOUIS BALLET ANNOUNCES  
SEASON OPENER AND HOLIDAY PRODUCTION 

 2020-2021 SEASON 
 
Saint Louis Ballet has announced the first two productions for its  
2020-2021 season, with details of subsequent ballets to be announced 
soon. Under the direction of former New York City Ballet principal dancer  
Gen Horiuchi, the company will offer two new productions that audience 
members can access virtually. 
 
“After months of separation, our dancers – including three talented new 
ones – will reunite and begin training, creating and preparing to perform,” 
Horiuchi said. “We are one of the very few organizations in the region 
that has retained all administrative and artistic personnel.  We are 
touched by the generosity and interest of this community to keep  
Saint Louis Ballet moving forward.”   
 
The 2020-2021 season will open with This Is Who We Are, a fully 
produced and intimate production on the Touhill stage that will be 
streamed beginning October 24. Horiuchi has created the works	for solo 
or small groups (in the interest of safety), all set to J.S. Bach’s melodic 
and pleasing French Suites.  Interspersed will be personal reflections by 
the dancers on this new ballet and the challenges the pandemic imposes on creation and presentation of 
dance. 
 
The holiday Nutcracker tradition will live on with four special performances that capture the best of years past 
and the talents of the current ballet company.  Nutcracker Extravaganza will incorporate favorite Nutcracker 
scenes from former productions interspersed with new Nutcracker performances on the Touhill stage.   
The production will include “behind the scenes” extras as well.   
 
Audience members may elect to have holiday treats delivered from Butler’s Pantry and participate in an online 
auction and holiday boutique. Details of those activities will be available at www.stlouisballet.org by  
November 1. 
 
Tickets to This Is Who We Are and Nutcracker Extravaganza are complimentary, but required in order to 
receive access. They will be made available beginning September 15 at www.stlouisballet.org.  
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On the horizon in 2021 are ballets by renowned choreographers such as George Balanchine, Twyla Tharp, 
Peter Martins, and Justin Peck—the Tony Award-winning dancer and choreographer who is choreographing  

the new West Side Story film alongside Steven Spielberg.  Saint Louis Ballet will consider the safety of its 
dancers and audience members before announcing the format and details of those events.   

 
 
WHAT/ This Is Who We Are:    October 24, 2020 at 7:30pm:  
WHEN       

Nutcracker Extravaganza:   December 12 at 7pm, December 13 at 2pm  
December 19 at 7pm, December 20 at 2pm  

 
Tickets Complimentary, but required reservation to receive link.  Available 9/15 at www.stlouisballet.org 
 
Questions 636-537-1998   
 
 
 
MORE ABOUT SAINT LOUIS BALLET  
 
Saint Louis Ballet is the region’s only professional ballet company.  Under the direction of former New York 
City Ballet principal dancer Gen Horiuchi, its 25 classically trained dancers are selected in a competitive 
national audition and come to St. Louis from training programs and ballet companies throughout the world. The 
company’s repertoire includes full-length ballets such as The Sleeping Beauty, Don Quixote and Swan Lake as 
well as contemporary work from renowned choreographers such as George Balanchine, Christopher 
d’Amboise, Jessica Lang, Twyla Tharp, Tom Gold, Emery LeCrone, Amy Seiwert, Nilas Martins, and Michael 
Uthoff.  In addition to a season of fully mounted productions, Saint Louis Ballet operates a ballet training 
program and conducts an outreach program, Pointe to Succeed, for students at select urban schools. 

 
ABOUT THE DIRECTOR 

Gen Horiuchi has been the artistic director of the Saint Louis Ballet Company and School since 2000.  He has 
created over 20 original works for the company and has spearheaded the growth of the School based in 
Chesterfield. Raised in Tokyo, Japan by parents who were professional ballet dancers, he won the prestigious 
Prix de Lausanne, the international ballet competition in Switzerland in 1980 (and since 1993 has been a judge 
for the competition).  He then received a scholarship to study at the School of American Ballet. In 1982, he was 
invited by George Balanchine to join the New York City Ballet, where he became a principal dancer in 1989. 
He’s danced on Broadway in Song and Dance and was also Mr. Mistoffelees in the musical Cats, both on 
Broadway and in London's West End.  He choreographed the opening ceremony of the Winter Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan in 1998. In 2004, he was honored in New York City with the Seventh Cultural Bridge Award 
together with Harold Prince, (director of Phantom of the Opera). He has directed the Aoyama Ballet Festival in 
Tokyo with artists in major companies from around the world.  And since 2010, he has been directing Gen 
Horiuchi’s Ballet USA each summer in Osaka, Japan where he sets his own choreography on professional 
dancers and brings guests like Miyako Yoshida, former Royal Ballet principal, to dance alongside him to sold 
out houses. 
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