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PAS DE DEUX, PLIE, ALLEGRO, ADAGIO. Ballet
terminology might sound foreign to some, but that’s no
reason the art form should seem unapproachable. In fact,
the Saint Louis Ballet is dedicated to making the beauty
and majesty of dance accessible to everyone, says longtime
board member Mark Eggert.

The metro area is fortunate to have this group of
talented professional performers to share the power
and nuance of ballet, Eggert notes. The dance company,
established in 1975, is led by artistic director Gen Horiuchi
and stages 25 to 30 classical and modern performances
each year at The Touhill Performing Arts Center and
Grandel Theatre.

The ballet is further expanding its appeal to capture
wider audiences this year, and there are plenty of ways
St. Louisans can participate. This is the second year the
company will hold performances at the Grandel, with the
goal of reaching more city residents. The ballet also operates
a community outreach program, Pointe to Succeed, to teach
a love of expression through movement.

And each year, there is a glittering fundraising gala
where members of the company perform, mingle and
captivate attendees through the universal language of
dance. This year, the Jewels Gala is scheduled for March
9 at The Caramel Room at Bissinger’s. The evening will
include cocktails, dinner, music, silent and live auctions,
and an excerpt from George Balanchine’s Jewels performed

ARTISTIC G

AS SEEN IN

JANUARY 30, 2019

SAINT LOUIS BALLET

by julia m. johnson

by members of the company. Eggert and his wife, Julie Tang,
will be recognized for their longtime commitment to the
organization. In keeping with the gala’s sparkling theme,
Lordo’s Diamonds is the jewelry sponsor.

“This is a very important fundraiser for the ballet,”
Eggert says. “Proceeds will help us bring this wonderful art
form to people who might not experience it otherwise.” At
the gala, performers are seated with guests so they have the
opportunity to get to know each other—and dance after
dinner!

“Our company members live, work and perform in the
community and are committed to enriching it,” Eggert
notes, adding that the process to join the ballet company is
no easy task. “Dancers have to audition for their positions
every year, and whenever we have an audition call for two or
three open spots, we get about 300 applicants from across
the country. That says a lot about how much professional
dancers want to be in St. Louis.”

Gala chair Sarah Glasser says the ballet is excited to
share an uplifting program of performances this year,
including Balanchine’s Rubies and Other Love Stories
Feb. 15 and 16. “Most people have fast-paced, technology-
driven lives that demand instant gratification,” she notes.
“But when you attend the ballet, you can slow down,
escape from reality, immerse yourself in the music and
get transported to another world. It's something everyone
should experience.”

THE SAINT LOUIS BALLET'S JEWELS GALA, ITS LARGEST FUNDRAISER, IS MARCH 9 AT THE CARAMEL ROOM AT BISSINGER'S. LORDO'S DIAMONDS IS THE
JEWELRY SPONSOR, AND CORPORATE SPONSORS ARE CENTENE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION, EMERSON CHARITABLE TRUST AND
NOVUS INTERNATIONAL. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE GALA, CALL 636.537.1998 EXT. 105, OR VISIT JEWELSGALA.GIVESMART.COM
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